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Exercises 

B Working with language 

1 ·choose the best li�king word and complete these sentences with 
information from the story. 

1 The Ashton family had a peaceful existence until/after .. . 
2 Malcolm was told to guard Ashton unless/although .. . 
3 Even though/Because Ashton thought his daughters were in 

danger, ... 
4 Malcolm could not search Ashton's house unless/so Penny ... 
5 Malcolm told Ogilvie he would resign when/if ... 

2 Put this summary in the right order and then join the parts together 
to make five sentences. 

1 Malcolm pretended to agree and then attacked him 
2 who told him that Penny was in Ullapool 
3 and soon he, Penny, and Cregar were flown to hospital by helicopter 
4 so the next morning he went by boat to Cladach Duillich 
5 However, Cregar's gun went off by accident 

• 6 Malcolm knew that wasn't true
7 When Malcolm arrived in Ullapool in Scotland
8 and when Lord Cregar tried to buy his silence
9 He found that Penny was dangerously ill

10 which released some dangerous experimental bacteria 
11 he telephoned Dr Carter 
12 Malcolm then telephoned Ogilvie in London to demand help 
13 and smashed some glass cases 

C Activities 

1 Write a short description of a character that you like in the story. 
2 After Malcolm buys Ashton's model railway for £31,000, he has to 

explain to his boss Ogilvie why he did it. At first Ogilvie thinks 
Malcolm is crazy. Imagine their conversation and write it down. 

3 The novel gives a depressing picture of the relationship between 
science and politics. Do you think it is a true picture? Why, or why 
not_?. �o you . think that scientists should be controlled by
pohttctans? Wnte a short essay, giving your opinions. 
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Glossary 

. acid a liquid chemical that can burn what it touches 
• airlock a small room with an airtight door at each end
auction a sale where each thing is sold to the person who offers the most

money for it
bacteria the simplest and smallest forms of life, which are often a cause of

disease
biology the scientific study of all living things, plants, and animals
bloody a swear-word used to express anger
cancer a diseased growth in the body, which often causes death
career a person's working life and its progress or development
CIA Central Intelligence Agency (the spy and secret intelligence organiza-

tion of the USA)
coincidence when two similar things happen at the same time by chance
damn a word to express impatience or anger
devil a very wicked person; also used for emphasis in questions, e.g. What

the devil are you doing?
economist a person who studies the management of a country's finance

and business
fingerprint mark made by a finger on a surface and used for identifying

people
fit in good health because of regular physical exercise
gene an extremely small chemical unit which passes qualities from parents

to children
genetics the study of genes and how they work
genius a person of exceptional intelligence or creative ability
idiot a foolish person
lining the soft, thin material on the inside of clothing, a wallet, etc.
lord a title for a man of noble farnily
mathematics the science of numbers
mechanical working by machine
monster an animal or plant that is unnatural or abnormal in some way
outsider a person who is not a member of a particular group, society,

family, etc.
physics the scientific study of light, heat, sound, electricity, etc.
professor a university teacher of the highest level
publish to print copies of something written and offer them for sale
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sea, where the Atlantic waves come in from the west. Come 

• live with me and be my love. I could do with six months of

life there, if you are with me.'

We went to Ireland immediately after Gillian and Peter 

were married, and. we wished them every happiness. 

We have lived here for nine months. My condition has got 

gradually worse, and at one time I thought of killing myself, 

but I knew I had one final job to do, to write the story of the 

Ashton case. 

Penny has loved '1}e and taken care of me. She has 

brought a doctor and three nurses to help her, but now my 

time is getting short. 

I have told the story honestly. God knows, I am not proud 

of my own part in it. Penny has read the story; some parts 

have upset her terribly, some parts have made her laugh, 

other parts have made her sad. She has typed it all herself. 

I want people to be able to read my story, to know what is 

done by governments in the name of 'the people'. There are 

too many Cregars around in government. Ashton's new 

work on genetics is still a secret, to be used for whatever 

purposes some government minister thinks will do him 

some good. Because of that Penny and I are determined that 

her father's story and the news of his discoveries in genetics 

should not be hidden. We have done what we can to make 

sure that the story will be published in full. 

This story, and my life, are now coming to an end. It is 

not a happy story. In the words of an American writer: 'We 

have met the enemy, and he is us.' 

I hope, for your sake, that he is wrong. 

Exercises 

A Checking your understanding 

Chapters 1-7 Find answers to these questions in the text. 

1 Why did Penny invite Malcolm to spend the weekend at her home? 
2 What happened to Gillian Ashton on Malcolm's second visit? 
3 What did George Ashton want Malcolm to do? 
4 Why was Malcolm surprised by the first message on the computer 

screen? 
5 What did Ogilvie want Malcolm to do? 
6 What surprising things did Malcolm find in the Ashtons' house? 
7 Why did Penny and Malcolm quarrel? 
8 Why did Aleksandr Chelyuskin decide to leave Russia? 
9 Why were the British disappointed with Chelyuskin? 

Chapters 8-12 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)? 

1 Gillian would always be completely blind. 
2 Peter Mayberry admitted that he had hired a car in Slough. 
3 The book on genetics gave Malcolm a clue to Mayberry's motives. 
4 Mayberry's attack on Gillian had no connection with George 

Ashton. 
5 Ogilvie didn't care if Ashton went back to Russia. 
6 Malcolm did not agree with Ogilvie's plan, but he had to do· what 

Ogilvie told him. 
7 The man who killed Ashton was not the real Howard Benson. 

Chapters 13-17 Write answers to these questions. 

1 How did Ashton keep his studies and his work in genetics hidden 
from outsiders? 

2 Why was Malcolm worried about Cregar's interest in Ashton's 
computer programs? 

3 What did the hidden letter in Benson's wallet prove? 
4 Why did Malcolm go to Scotland? 
5 What was the bargain that Cregar wanted to make with Malcolm? 
6 Why didn't Malcolm dare to go out of the laboratory after Cregar's 

gun had gone off? 
7 Why didn't Malcolm want Ogilvie's job? 
8 Why did Malcolm want his story to be published? 
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to an agreement with you. I was shocked. Cregar called me an 
·honest man - buno Cregar that isn't a good thing. It just
meant he dido 't know how to buy me. He could buy everyone
else so that they would do what he said - even you! That's
why I don't want your job. I might become like you. How
could an honest man do what we did to George Ashton?'

'Malcolm, I don't think that you're being sensible about 
this,' he replied angrily. 

'I'm a human being. I try to be honest, and I want to stay 
that way. Your job would destroy that part of me.' 

Ogilvie went away very unhappy. 

17 

The future 

And we all lived happily ever after. At least, that's what 
would have happened in the old-fashioned kind of story we 
all used to read when we were children. 

But my story is different. 

Penny came out of hospital fully recovered. Gillian came 
back from New York looking better than she had before the 
acid attack. Together with Michaelis we all went out for 
dinner and planned a wonderful double wedding. 

Ten days before the wedding I went back to see Dr 
Starkie. He asked me a lot of questions, gave me a lot of 
medical tests, and told me to come back in a week. 

On the day I went back to see him, I read in The Times that 
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My new job 

Lord Cregar had died. I was disgusted by what was written 
about him. 'A loyal public servant who worked for his 
country for many years with no thought for himself.' That 
was not the Cregar who had been quite prepared to let Penny 
and me die on Cladach Duillich in order to save himself. 

Dr Starkie was very serious when I saw him. 
'It's bad news, isn't it?' 1 said. 
'Yes, it is,' he said directly. 'It's cancer.' 
It was the news I had expected. 'How long have I got?' 
'Six months. Maybe a year. It could be longer, but not much.' 
'ls this the same thing that killed Cregar?' I asked. 
'Yes,' he sighed. 'Cregar wanted fast results and Carter 

didn't wait for the best quality materials to come from the 
States. He used some experimental bacteria which were 
difficult to control biologically. And he didn't have the right 
kind of laboratory - Penny Ashton was right there. The new 
bacteria that escaped when you and Cregar were in the 
laboratory weren't safe.' 

I suddenly felt frightened. 'What about Penny?' 
'She's all right. Her illness was caused by completely 

different bacteria.' 
I felt relieved. 'Thank you, Dr Starkie. You've been very 

,honest with me, and I appreciate it.' 
I went back to London and told Penny the bad news. She 

understood immediately what had happened - it was her 
job, after all. She still wanted to get married, but I said no. I 
knew what I wanted to do. 

'There's a place in the south of Ireland,' I said to Pt:nny. 
'The mountains are green, the sea is blue when the sun 
shines, and it's green when the sun doesn't shine. It's by the 
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